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VoL. XIX 


THe TREASURY AND GLANDERS. 


From information which has been supplied by 
the Board of Agriculture to the Cattle Diseases 
Committee of the Central and Associated Chambers 
of Agriculture, we now know that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer has definitely refused to make any 

rant towards the suppression of glanders. Pro- 
bably this decision has arisen from an insufticient 
grasp of the real issues involved—but it is none the 
less regrettable on that account. Of course, we all 
know what its practical result will be. Glanders, 
which annually costs the country 2,000 horses, and 
an undetermined, but certainly underestimated 
number of human lives, could easily he eradicated, 
if the unecessary money were available. As the 
money has been refused, we shall be forced to con- 
tinue, for the present, with half-measures, which may 
check the spread of the disease but can never be 
expected to totally suppress it. 

We are glad to note that the above mentioned 
Committee of the Chambers of Agriculture “ entirely 
dissents’ from Mr. Asquith’s conclusion. So, we 
imagine, does everybody possessed of any real 
knowledge of the subject. Mr. Asquith’s view 
seems to be, firstly, that animals slaughtered by a 
local authority should be paid for by that authority, 
and, secondly, that as glanders is a disease of local 
distribution, the cost of suppressing it should fall 
upon the affected districts alone. We, also, 
“entirely dissent’’ from both these propositions, 
plausible though they may appear at first sight. It 
occurs to us that a thorough enquiry into the 
whole history of British legislation against con- 
tagious disease in animals—an enquiry having 
special regard to the source of the funds employed— 
might yield results by no means in accordance with 
the Chancellor’s impressions on the subject. If an 
M.P. could be found having sufficient interest in 
the matter to ask a question in this connection in 
the House of Commons, it is very possible, if not 
probable, that the answer would show Mr. Asquith’s 
position to be untenable. 

The present decision is certainly very disappointing, 
bat still it need only be regarded as a temporary check. 
Certainly it should not discourage us. Steady and con- 
tinuous urging of the truth upon those in power--how- 
ever wearisome the process may appear—will have the 
same effect in the future that it has had in the past. 
We have already enlightened the authorities consider- 
ably regarding glanders, but in no case did we meet 
with immediate success. Only a very few years ago 
we were vainly trying to convince the Board of Agricul- 
ture of the diagnostic value of mallein. We have 
now no difficulty with the Board of Agriculture, and 
the final obstacle is offered by the Treasury. No doubt 
the Treasury, also, will gain wisdom in time —though 
the time may be longer than we could wish. 


TypHo-ANEMIA OF THE Hors. 


_ We print this week the concluding portion of the 
investigation by MM. Vallée and Carré of a typhoid 
disease of the horse, endemic in the North-eastern 
Departments of France. The report is of interest 
because it is a further step in the elucidation of the 
part played by the alimentary tract in the dissemi- 
nation of disease—a line of research which in the 
last few years has yielded largely, e.g., Glanders, 
Tuberculosis, ‘“ White Scour,” and swine diseases : 
and because some of our own practitioners have 
from time to time met with cases in the horse hav- 
‘ng points of similarity and which could not be 
satisfactorily cleared up. It may also be noted 
that, as with Distemper, the disease was classed 
as a pasteurellosis by M. Ligniéres, and that, like 
Distemper, it has been proved that the virus is 
ultra-microscopic. Intrinsically it is of interest asa 
very careful and nearly complete report by able men 
attached to one of the foremost and oldest veteri- 
nary schools in the world. It has suffered some- 
thing at our hands in being reprinted piecemeal, 
und perhaps also something at the hands of the 
translator, in addition to a slight abridgment. 


THe Hunters SOCIETY. 


We have reczived a rather curious circular signed 
by the President of this Society, Mr. Romer 
Williams. It consists of three paragraphs, and has 
probably been sent to many other veterinarians, 
but whether the object is to obtain subscribers or to 
stimulate interest in a national interest we are un- 
certain. 

The first paragraph runs: 

“In looking over the list of members of the Hunters 
Improvement Society, I. as President of the Society 
and as one of the ruling Council of the Royal Veteri 
nary College, am surprised to find the unrepresentative 
character of the veterinary profession in the Society. 
This fact more than impresses me when I consider the 
interest that you must naturally feelin the permanency 
of the Society, with whose national objects you must 
sympathise and which has done so much for light horse 
breeding.” 

We confess we do not know the names of all the 
members of the Society who are veterinary sur- 
geons, but we know some, and we are sorry to hear 
them described as “ unrepresentative.” We fancy 
they are all men interested in saddle horses and 
who sympathise “ with the national objects of the 
Society.” What the numerical proportion of 
veterinary members of the Hunters Improvement 
Society may be we know not, hut we feel certain 
that they are sympathetic and representative. 

The next paragraph of the circular we rather re- 
sent. Whilst re:ognising its author as an eminent 
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London solicitor, and giving all the credit due to 
legal astuteness and knowledge of human nature, 
we hope we are not too suspicious and cynical in 
reading into it a suggestion of self-interest. It 
gays :— 

“In London and at the affiliated country shows the 
Society intimately associates itself with your profession, 
requiring certificates from qualified practitioners in con- 
firmation of all its awards of prizes and medals ; and 
under the cireumstances [ think that the Council have 
been wise to only appoint members of the Society as 
veterinary officers at their shows.” 

After the regret expressed in the first paragraph 
that the veterinary members are not “ representa- 
tive’’ we rather doubt the wisdom of the Council 
in limiting their appointments at shows to their own 
members. But if we are to read this paragraph as 
an invitation to veterinary surgeons to become 
members of the Hunters Improvement Society 
that they may be employed and paid for acting at 
sfiows, then we resent the inducement offered. 

We join a society because we sympathise with 
its national objects—not because we hope to obtain 
a quid pro quo of a material kind. We suppose, 
too, that a National Society would select the best 
experts for its work irrespective of their being 
annual subscribers. 

The third paragraph in the circular reads as 
follows :— 

“T feel sure that these facts have not been previously 
bronght sufficiently to your notice, and I now hope to 
have the pleasure of proposing you as a member of 
the Society at the next meeting of the Council,” ete. 

We confess that the inducements to join the 
Hunters Improvement Society “have not been 
previously brought sufficiently to our notice” if we 
understand the cireular. If any of our members 
are encouraged by the fact that they will not be 
employed as experts unless they are subscribers 
they had better join, but we hope that a real senti- 
mental sympathy with the objects of the Society 
will prove an even stronger stimulus. Mr. Romer 
Williams’ circular does not quite impress us that a 
mutual recognition of the veterinary profession 
and the Hunters Improvement Society exists. 
When he is “ surprised to find the unrepresentative 
character of the veterinary profession in the Society” 
after looking over the list of members, we suggest 
that he has made a mistake and been studying not 
the list of members but the list of Council and 
officials—among which not a solitary veterinary 
surgeon is to be found !! 


A CASE OF CONJUNCTIVITIS. 


The subject was a gray cob which had suffered 
from an injury of the upper eye-lid. The wound 
had been sutured and healed, but for three months 
afterwards there was excessive lachrymation and 
some closing of the lids. When I saw it the upper 
lid was slightly cedematous and there was a profuse 
discharge of tears. The eyelashes had been clipped 
off, as the owner thought they perhaps were a source 


_of irritation. If anything the edges of the lid were 


a trifle inverted, but not to such an extent as to 


irritate. The conjunctival membrane was very red 
and its surface roughened. There was not, ap- 
parently, much pain, as the cob did not resent 
handling of the lids. The globe of the eye was 
quite clear. 

The opinion I formed was that the suppuration 
following the wound had caused intiammation of 
the membrane, which persisted owing to pus 
organisms finding a suitable nidus for their develop- 
ment. 

The treatment adopted was the application twice 
daily of an aqueous solution of Sulphate of zinc—10 
grains to the ounce. This was placed between the 
lids by a large camel-hair brush which would hold 
about ten drops of the solution. : 

Gentle massage of the swollen upper lid was 
also advised, and small doses of arsenic (5 grains) 
were given daily. 

Considering that the condition seen had been in 
existence for nearly three months, I confess I was 
rather surprised that the eye should immediately 
improve. The puffy top lid lost its cedema, the ex- 
cessive lachrymation gradually ceased, and the mem- 
brane resumed its normal condition. In five weeks 
complete recovery was effected. 

What Iam not sure of is whether the arsenic 
played any part in the recovery? The sulphate cf 
zine solution I have frequently used fn eye cases 
before, and in chronic conditions I believe 10 grains 
to the ounce is not too strong. In acute cases it 
should be weaker. W. 4H. 


ON SPONTANEOUS RECOVERIES. 
By E. Watuts Hoarsg, F.R.C.V.S. 


If there is one thing more than another that is 
calculated to shake our faith in many therapeutical 
doctrines, and to demonstrate the limitations of our 
skill, it is the consideration of spontaneous re- 
coveries. 

How often “Man, proud man, drest in a little 
brief authority’ fondly imagines that his selection 
of remedies, or his surgical technique, has alone 
been responsible for the successful termination of a 
case. The natural tendency to recovery is fre- 
quently ignored, and slowly but surely the doctrine 
of the “ sopho-maniac ” becomes an integral part ol 
the practitioner. 

It cannot be asserted that evidences of spontan- 
eous recoveries are of everyday occurrence. There 
is a natural tendency for the owners of animals 
either to administer empirical remedies, or to call 
in the aid of a practitioner. The latter is expected 
tu adopt some form of treatment, and if he belongs 
to the orthodox school he is inclined to believe that 
his remedies tend to bring about the desired result. 

The chief evidences of spontaneous recoveries are 
met with in cases that have been pronounced incur 
able, or not worth treating, and that ultimately re- 
cover when simply left on grass. Such instances 
come within the experience of every practitione?, 
and while on the one hand they occasionally g!v¢ 
rise to considerable aanoyance and tend to “clip 


the wings of reputation,” on the other hand they 
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teach us to be more careful and guarded in our 
prognosis, and to be less hasty in prescribing the 
“friendly bullet.” 

As an example in surgical work we may take 
“Quittor.” We may consider that a case of this 
disease is so far advanced that it will not repay the 
cost of operative treatment, and we advise the owner 
to sell the animal to a farmer. The owner, instead 
of acting on our advice, sends the animal on grass 
for a long period, and a perfect cure may result, in 
the absence of any treatment. Of course, this is 
the exception to the ordinary rule, but nevertheless 
it occurs sufficiently frequently to demonstrate that 
we must not attribute all our succesful results to 
surgical treatment alone. Similar results occur 
from time to time in the case of sinuses in other 
regions of the body, and even when surgical at- 
tempts have appeared to fail, “ Dr. Green” and 
“Dr. Nature” bring about a successful termina- 
tion. 

Again, take cases of strained tendons. We see 
see instances where, after a long run at grass, the 
tendons may return to a normal condition. Had 
the routine firing and blistering been adopted they 
would have got the credit for the results obtained. 

It is hardly necessary to mention the many forms 
of lameness that recover by simply sending the ani- 
mals on grass, such cases are familiar to every 
practitioner, and the treatment has the advantage 
of being harmless if it does not happen to succeed. 
Moreover, it is not expensive. 

In medical cases spontaneous recoveries are very 
frequently met with. Take for example the large 
number of cases of simple spasmodic colic that 
recover before the practitioner has had time to 
reach them. In former times every case of this 
affection was dosed with laudanum, or a hypodermic 
injection of morphine was given, and the speedy 
recovery was attributed to the drugs employed. In 
the present day we treat such cases at the com- 
mencement with a preparation of ammonia, and 
very frequently no further medicine is necessary. 
The result is that instead of a large bill for lauda- 
num or chlorodyne, we find that such drugs are 
very seldom used in routine work, and unfavourable 
alter effects are absent. 

Lately we came across an interesting case of 
spontaneous recovery in a horse the subject of nasal 
gleet. There was no doubt with reference to the 
diagnosis ; and there was distinct tenderness and 
dullness over the superior maxillary sinus. The 
The owner did not wish for surgical treatment—nor 
did we advise it—for various reasons, but suggested 
disposing of the animal. 

The owner was away for some time, and on re- 
turning found the horse perfectly well, and it bas 
remained so up to the present. No treatment was 
adopted, and had surgical means been resorted to, 
orsome agent such as calendula been employed, 
these would have got the credit for the recovery. — 

Tetanus is a disease in which many instances of 
spontaneous recoveries could be given. Indeed it 
is doubtful whether treatment of any kind influences 
the results in this affection. Of one thing we are 
quite certain, viz., that the anti-tetanic serum has 


very frequently received credit which was not due 
to it. 

The firm belief in the virtues of drugs, and in the 
possession of the power which he is able to exert 
over disease is inherent in man. He is gradually 
becoming more sceptical in these matters, but there 
are many individuals who are still gullible enough 
to believe the fairy tales which are propounded by 
the makers of new medicinal agents; and _ testi- 
monials are as easily procured as ever. 

In surgery there are faddists who would have us 
to believe that successful results depend to a very 
large extent on the aseptic technique, and on the 
complicated “ toilet’ that they employ and advise. 
Others pin their faith on the antiseptic agents that 
they select, and imagine wonderful advantages in 
some new wound dressing, having a startling name 
composed of many syllables. They often ignore 
the natural tendency for healing that is present in 
many animals. This is exemplified in country prac- 
tice, where we so often see most remarkable results 
under the most adverse circumstances, results that 
otherwise would be ascribed to attempts at theasep- 
tic régime. 

While we all admit the utility of surgical cleanli- 
ness, we are often the “creatures of circumstance ” 
in such matters, and have to make the best of our 
surroundings. Statistics are very diflicult to formu- 
late in connection with recoveries in both medical 
and surgical cases, and those who attempt the feat 
should remember the old adage, that “no man 
should hoe his own turnip field.” 

It is very important to distinguish consequences 
from coincidences, and fact from imagination. 

The more experience we gain the more we 
appreciate the limits of our influence for good on the 
progress and results of disease, and we may add 
that we also become conscious of the pernicious 
effects that we must have exerted on our patients 
in our earlier days of practice. It is quite clear that 
many will be found to deny this “soft impeach- 
ment,” because it is a fact that with some practi- 
tioners dogmatism increases with years of experience, 
and “ sopho-mania is bound to follow in its train.” 
He who imagines himself to be endowed with super- 
natural powers in matters connected with the treat- 
ment of disease, is hardly likely to admit the fact of 
spontaneous recoveries. Such specimens are by no 
means rare, and however successfully they can wear 
the cloak of infallibility before an admiring clientele 
they fail completely to impress their professional 
confréres with their superior knowledge. 

Occasionally a “ Sir Oracle” of this type pro- 
pounds some of his dogma at a Veterinary Associa- 
tion meeting, and is shown up In his true light. 
Oceasionally his audience are gullible, and accept 
his fairy tales with child like innocence. The dic- 
tum, “Alone I did it,” is a very favourite one with 
practitioners of this species, while Nature's powers 
and capabilities are entirely ignored, Asa consult- 
ant, Sir Oracle is in his element, and any improve- 
ment that may occur in a Case 18 of course 
ascribed to bis influence and superior judgment. 

In conclusion we may remark that real profess- 
ional progress can only be brought about when we 
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recognise the natural powers of recovery, and ap- 
preciate the fact that our influence over disease has 
limitations. 

Of course we are aware that the above remarks 
may not coincide with the “business side of the 
calling,” as, if put into practice they would materi- 
ally interfere with the time-honoured addendum in 
the account for treatment, besides being repugnant 
to the majority of clients. Nevertheless there are 
many instances in which a slight attention to the 
subject might result in a diminution of the formid- 
able list of drenches, drinks and powders which are 
still regarded by some as necessary adjuncts in 
veterinary therapeutics, and which might with 
marked benefit to the patients be considerably cur- 
tailed. 


HOW VETERINARY PRACTICE IS LOST, 
RETAINED, AND GAINED. 


In our profession it has been truly said that the 
veterinary surgeon has to treat the client as well 
as the patient. To produce satisfactory material 
results it sometimes seems more important to treat 
the client than the patient. 

It is the endeavour of most men to retain prac- 
tice if possible, and much acumen is often needed 
todo so. To try and ascertain what is the chief 
point of view of a client and what looms the largest 
in his mind as regards his animals is a considera- 
tion. Frequently the man with a shrewd know- 
ledge of human nature and some prevision will 
produce the best material results. 

A man hasa bad foot case. The V.S. sees the 
case and treats it. At the end of, say, three weeks 
treatment the client says “I wish you'd told me how 
long a case this was going to be.” You didn’t guess 
that that man’s chief point of view was how much 
the treatment was going to cost him. 

Perhaps the case lasts a month. The bill is sent 
in. The client wants it reduced by one half. You 
refuse. He pays you and goes to somebody else 
next time. 

The shoeing smith accidentally pricks a horse. 
You take the shoe off and poultice the foot. The 
owner of the horse is told the horse is lame. He 
is not told it has been pricked. The foot does 
badly and eventually the horse dies of pyemia and 
pneumonia. You don’t tell the client (though why 
you shouldn’t I don’t know) that the most careful 
smith may prick a horse. He finds out that the 
horse has been pricked. You are fortunate if you 
escape a law case, but in any case away goes the 
work. That client’s chief point of view was candour 
in his veterinary surgeon. 

A lady comes along with a pet dog with a tooth 
awry. You say it must be extracted. She says 
“ Whatever you do don’t hurt the little dear.’”” The 
dog gives a yelp when the tooth is operated on. She, 
standing outside the surgery door, hears the yelp. 
She pays your fee, and say ‘You did hurt him. 
Couldn’t you have used an anesthetic?” Perhaps 


you wish you had, or you know it wasn’t wise todo 


so, but anyway you never get that lady for a client 
again. 

A case of milk fever is to be treated at Mr. A’s, 
You go and give the cow chloral and inject the 
rectum, and empty the bladder, and apply mustard 
to the spine. The cow dies. Another practitioner 
at a neighbouring farm of Mr. B’s uses the Schmidt 
treatment and his cow recovers. Both farmers are 
well read men. Next time Mr. A has a case of milk 
fever he sends for the other practitioner. You are 
called in as a consultant with another practitioner. 
You want to increase your prestige. It is a horse 
case. The animal isn’t eating, and drinking very 
little. The regular practitioner says “ pharyngitis.” 
The consultant says “paralysis of the pharynx.” 
The consultant has been too previous. The post- 
mortem reveals “ pharyngitis.” The prestige of the 
consultant declines because nowadays we ought to 
try how far we can agree and not how far we can 
differ. 

A coachman comes along who is persona grata 
with his master. You treat the coachman curtly 
aud abruptly. He treats the case. It does badly 
and the coachman tells the master he doesn’t think 
much of you. The master, poor weak soul, has 
called in a doctor and accepts the opinion of an in- 
different nurse. Away goes your client. If you 
had treated the coachman as well as the horse you 
wouldn’t have lost the client. Apparently the chief 
poivt of view of the client here was the keeping 
intact of the fidus achates position existing between 
him and his coachman. 

I make no comments on the ethical aspect of 
these incidents. I express no opinion as to what 
a veterinary surgeon ought to do. My simple 
object is to point out from an educative standpoint 
how veterinary practice is lost, retained, and 
gained. VERAX. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CLINICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL KESEARCHES ON 
PerRNIcIOUS ANEMIA IN THE Horse (INFECTIVE 
TypHo-ANa&MIA), By H. Carré and H. Vaiée 
At Research Laboratory of the Alfort School. 

(Concluded from p. 732.) 

Methods of spread.—In infected districts we find, 
as we have already mentioned, stables which are 
literally cursed with the disease. It has persisted 
in them for many a long year, and fresh animals 
brought into them are almost fatally condemned. 

In uninfected stables the appearance of the 
malady coincides generally with the purchase of an 
animal coming from an infected district. Some- 
times the imported subject remains apparently I2 
good health whilst his stable companions succumb. 

Slaughter (or sale!) by no means suffices to ter- 
minate the epidemic in badly infected stalies, un- 
less this apparently radical measure is acco:panied 
by an exceedingly careful disinfection. The disease 
then appears to proceed from an infection of the 
soil, as Mutelet stated in 1896. 
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Our experiments fully clear up all that was 
mysterious in the etiological conditions. A 
diseased animal discharges virulent matter in abun- 
dance and almost continuously, at any rate in the 

aroxysms of the complaint, in the urine and in the 
eces, particularly in the course of diarrheic out- 
bursts or when blood is present. Thus a very 
wide distribution of the virus in an infected locality 
is assured, and the many opportunities for the food 
to become soiled is sufficient to explain the spread 
of the disease—sometimes so rapid—in an infected 
stable. We have shown that the virus resists dess:- 
cation and putrefaction—causes which occasion the 
rapid annihilation of many sorts of virus, and this 
explains the persistence of the infection in contam- 
inated stables in all cases where a very thorough 
disinfection is not carried out. The same reasons 
probably account for the infection of pastures 
observed by some breeders, and which we were able 
to confirm. 

One of the most efficient causes of propagation 
of the disease is the importation, or the presence, of 
those horses considered as cured, or brought in as 
healthy. They are actually disease-carriers. Authent- 
ic cure of the disease appears to be of extreme rarity ; 
on many occasions we have thought we had sub- 
jects completely cured of a previous attack; but 
always a severe control has shown that we were 
deceived. Here is one example :— 

A foal of 14 months was infected with diseased blood, 
May 26th, 1904. The disease developed ina very atten- 
uated form, and reckoning from July the recovery seemed 
perfect. On Nov. 16th we inoculated 250 c.c. of its blood 
to a horse in perfect health. This animal succumbed in 30 
days to the characteristic typho-anemia. 

It is important to note that these apparently cured 
subjects will support massive doses of virulent blood 
which in small doses would kill vigourous animals, 
without presenting any symptom. For instance, 
the animal mentioned above received, between 
January 25th and February 18th, 1905, inoculations 
representing a total of 5740 c.c. of virulent serum, 
without showing the least disturbance. 

These results correlate those of Theiler on the per- 
sistence in immune oxen and dogs of Piroplasma 
(bovis or canis) of a virulent type. 

It appears to us indisputable that these apparently 
cured subjects but in reality injected-—constitute 
the best agency for the preservation of the virus of 
typho-anzemia. 


Another method of spread is pollu-| food and water. 


apparent than real. If we were to formulate 
a priori the therapeutic indications we should feel 
justified in giving a preference to sulphate of 
quinine, to collargol, to arsenic and its hypotoxic 
derivatives, all of which are of known value for 
some special quality in other infections. We have 
not been able to give sufficient attention to this por- 
tion of the work : it is for our confréres in the infec- 
ted districts to experiment with’ these therapeutic 
agents in the course of their daily practice. 

Immunisation.—For more than two years we 
have pursued a series of investigations on immun- 
isation by the use of virulent blood modified in 
various ways; of the serum of apparently cured 
subjects; of the serum of asses or oxen saturated 
with virulent blood used pure or in association with 
virus. Still incomplete, these experiments will be 
the subject of a future publication. 

Prophylaxis.—Pending the development of the 
method of choice—the immunisation of the animals 
exposed to infection—it is necessary to make use of 
certain measures indicated by the several clinical 
and experimental facts already ascertained. 

In infected districts extreme care must be taken 
in the choice of animals to be bought. Every horse 
imported into a“ clean ” holding should be submitted 
to a good month’s preliminary isolation in a stable 
before taking his place in the working stud. The 
examination at time of purchase should include the 
state of the heart after moderate exercise, and a 
trial of the urine for albumen. In “doctored” 
animals, even after a day’s rest and plenty of super- 
alimentation, it is rare not to find cardiac trouble 
after severe exercise, and more or less albumen in 
the urine. 

In an infected stable—-short of sending them at 
once to an abattoir or to the knackers, which is the 
really rational procedure—-the affected animals 
should be absolutely isolated. This may be effected 
with the least inconvenience by placing them in the 
cattle stables“, but under no circumstances should 
they be placed on the pastures, which may be so 
very easily contaminated. 

The greatest watchfulness is necessary in hand- 
ling the food and water, which must be most care- 
fully guarded from contamination by the dejecta. 
These latter should be disinfected and placed where 
they cannot become a source of contamination of the 
Drinking water must be closely 


tion of the drinking water. This is particularly | looked after. On farms where the management of 


grave and frequent in localities where the soil is|the water is faulty the 


impermeable, and in stables where the water is 
polluted from the dung pits. 


We have made many attempts to trace any trans- | should be forbidden. 


mission of infection by suctorial insects, and notably 
by ticks, but unsuccessfully. 

We conclude that in general infection proceeds 
from the ingestion of virulent matter from sick 
animals or their surroundings transmitted by either 
food or water. 

Treatment.—The various therapeutic measures 
tried may be set down as useless. The acute types 
of the disease are absolutely incurable, and, as we 
have shown, the ameliorations, or so-called cures 
obtained in certain cases by means of complete rest, 
super alimentation and tonic medication, are more 


malady takes on a particu- 
larly severe and epidemic character. In infected 
districts watering at ponds, cisterns, or from wells 
Every effort should be made 
to avoid pollution of the food and water by drainage 
from the dung heaps of the affected animals. 
Several holdings cn which measures based on 
these lines have been put in force have been ren- 
dered healthy, and we hold the conviction that in 
all cases their rigorous application will be followed 
by the same happy results. 


* Unless this invisible, filtering virus, which resists desic- 
cation and putrefaction, has been proved innoc 10us to man, 
the housing diseased horses with milch kine or with fat 


stock would seem s»arcely « safe proceeding.—Trans, 


| 
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AppDITIONAL 


Since the publication (December 1st, 1906) of the 
first portion of this work, we have received from M. 
e Directeur of the Cattle Insurance Office of the 
Departement de la Meuse the following figures. In 
ten years this office insured an average of 1,629 
horses out of 47,000 in the Departement. Of those 
assured an average of 68 per annum died, of which 
13 were from infectious anemia. 

The equine population of the departement being 
about 29 times greater than the number insured, 
the total mortality should be by comparison 29 
times greater also. This would give annually 377 
deaths from anzmia, representing—the mean value 
of the assured being 547fr. (say £22 15s.) —an 
annual loss of £8,576 15s. for the Departement de 
la Meuse alone.—-Rev. Gén. de Méd. Vét., Dec. 1, 
1906, et Fev. 1, 1907. 

W. H. B. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Veterinary Profession. 


Gentlemen,—Having accepted the nomination of 
the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association as.a 
candidate for election to your Council, I respect- 
fully solicit your vote. 

Iam in favour of :—Obtaining a new Charter: 
Improvements in the Register of Veterinary Sur- 
geons: Exemption from serving on juries: In 
creased Registration fee on receiving the Diploma: 
Greater powers to deal with ‘ quacks” and others 
using the word veterinary: Direct Parliamentary 
representation as soon as possible, in the mean- 
time a careful perusal by the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of all Bills affecting the profession or any of 
its branches. 

IT am not in favour of:—An annual registration 
fee, or any alteration of the one portal system. 

I am a provincial practitioner, and consider our 
interests are not sufficiently represented on the 
Council. 

If elected I am in a position to attend Council 
and Committee meetings regularly.—Yours faith- 
fully, SamuEL WHARAM. 

Westfield House, Chapeltown Road, 

Leeds. 


To the Fellows aud Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—I have been nominated for a seat at 
the ensuing election to the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
and I beg to ask for your kind support on the 
occasion. 

I don’t know that there are any questions of 
great moment before the Council at the present 
time, but you can rest assured that if I am elected 
my services will be given ungrudgingly to the best 


interests of the profession, and I hope to show, by 


regular attendance at the meetings of Council, that 
the confidence reposed in me has not been mis- 
placed.—I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully, 


Frank H. Grppinas, F.R.C.V.S. 
Nottingham, May, 1907. 


GLANDERS AND BOVINE SERUM. 
C. L. and Letcu GILTNER. 


Important work in connection with the serum therapy 
of glanders has been carried on by Helman, Semmer 
and Itzkovitch, Pilalvios, Bonome and Vivaldi, Johne, 
Schindelka, Prieus and Babes. Since bovine animals 
are immune to the ravages of glanders, it was believed 
that an immune body or antitoxin might be found in 
the blood serum which, when injected into an affected 
animal, might neutralise the toxin produced by the 
invading organism and aid in bringing about recovery. 

The work of Babes, extracts of which appear in the 
Recueil de Medecine for 1893, and the Comptes rendus 
de l Academie des Sciences, 12 Decembre, 1892, was some- 
what similar to that which we had planned and a brief 
reference to his method and results are herewith given. 
Babes used what he called an extract of beef’s blood. It 
was prepared by collecting the blood of the ox in sterile 
flasks and keeping it at a low temperature for several 
hours. Water and powdered zinc were added and the 
mixture shaken. The zinc was used t6 precipitate the 
solid particles of the blood, including bacteria and serum 
albumin. The mixture was filtered and a clear fluid 
obtained, to which was added potassium sa/phuret in 
order to remove any traces of dissolved zinc. The mix- 
ture was concentrated to a residue in a vacuum at 35°C. 
and the residue dissolved in a mixture of equal parts of 
water and sterilised glycerine. This extract Babes used 
in his experiments. 

Babes injected this extract into glandered and non- 
glandered horses and guinea-pigs. The glandered 
animals gave athermal reaction similar to that produced 
by mallein. There was no re-action in the non-glandered 
animals. Babes states: “In my recent experiments I 
am led to forsee that the beef’s seram possesses a specific 
therapentic and vaccinal action in glanders.” 

Our own method differed from that of Babes in that 
the beef’s blood received no special treatment further 
than to collect it in sterile flasks, allow the serum to 
separate from the clot, remove it and keep it in as 
aseptic a condition as possible. Babes apparently made 
his extract from the blood as a whole, while in our work 
the serum only was nsed. 

The question of any hemolytic action of the beef 
serum was considered early in the work, as this condi 
tion would naturally have an important bearing from 4 
therapeutic standpoint on the continued injection of the 
sérum. The following statements from Nuttall are 
interesting in this connection: 1. The transfusion of 
foreign bloods to man led to the formation of clots, 
thrombi, serous exudates and hemolysis. 2. Hemolysins 
act by separating the hemoglobin from the stroma of 
the blood corpuscle, causing the blood with which they 
come in contact, to lake. (The hemoglobin is found in 
the urine). 3. The hemolytic action of the serum is the 
dissolution of the cell. 4. In 1898, Grey treated rabbits 
with increasing doses of eel serum and they gradually 
developed increasing quantities of antitoxin. Eel serum 
as a type of hemolytic serum is destructive to red cor 
puscles, leucocytes, renal epithelium and nerve cells. °. 
Ox serum was found to be injurious to man in the tran* 
fusion experiments of Landois, because it hemolys 
human corpuscles. Friedenthal found it to hemolyse 
the corpuscles of the pig, horse, rabbit, dog, cat, and also 
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man. When injected into guinea pigs, it produced infil- 
tration and necrosis. 

Two guinea pigs were experinented upon with the 
bovine serum. Pig No.1 received subcutaneous injec- 
tions of the serum from November 22 to December 14 
1905, getting a total of 19}cc. There was no abnormal 
change in temperature during this period. The post- 
mortem showed an edematous sloughing and hamor- 
rhagic condition of the subcutaneous connective tissue at 
the point of injection. 

In guinea pig No. 2 the bovine serum was injected in- 
traperitoneally. Three cubic centimeters of the serum 
were injected February 6th. The temperature of 


February 5th was 99°4. From the 6th to the 9th inclu-|d 


sive it was 98°9. On the lvuth, 3 cc. of the serum were 
again injected. The temperature on the 10th and 11th 
was 99°4. On the 12th the guinea-pig died. The post- 
mcrtem showed local inflammation and thickening in 
the vicinity of the puncture ; also congestion of the 
liver. 

According to Uhlenbuth, Rommo, Weiss and Guinard, 
the lethal dose of ox serum intravenously for the rabbit 
is 6 cc. to 9cc. per kilogram of weight. In the above 
experiment a total of 6 cc. was fatal to the guinea-pig. 

Experiments upon Horses.—Horse No. | was in good 
condition, aged about thirty years, and weighed 901 lbs. 
During the first period, from November 22nd to Decem- 
ber 21st, 1905, sixteen injections of the ox serum were 
made subcutaneously. The single doses ranged from 10 
cc, to 20 ce, and a total of 265 cc. of the serum was injec- 
ted during this period. The temperature was taken daily 
at first and then at intervals. It remained normal, 
ranging from 98°6 to 99°6. On December 22nd a micro- 
scopic smear was made and stained by Jenner’s method, 
but nothing abnormal was noticed. In all of the subcu- 
taneous injections of the serum, there was a marked cir- 
cumscribed swelling with considerable soreness at the 
point of injection, which lasted about two days. 

From December 22nd to February 22nd the horse 
received the serum intravenously. At first he received 
5cc., then 10cc. and finally 20 cc. of the serum ata 
dose. The total amount injected intravenously for this 
period was 565 cc. The horse was weighed on January 
5th and was found to have lost 70 pounds. 

An examination of the blood gave the following 
results : 


Horse No. 1. Normal. 
Hemoglobin 65 p.c. 94 p.c. 
Erythrocytes 5,000,000 7,900,000 
Leucocytes 8,000 5,000 to 10,000 
Hb. Index 70 p.c. 100 p.e. 


The urine was also examined and gave the following : 


Horse No, 2. Normal. 
Specitic gravity 1050 1025 to 1050 
Reaction alkaline alkaline 
Chlorides 8 to 14 per 1000 
Sulphates per 1000 2 to 3 per 1000 
Urea 32° per 1000 20 to 40 per 1000 


A spectroscopic examination showed the absence ot 
hemoglobin, so that, on the whole, the urine appeared 
to be in a fairly normal condition. 

On February 22nd, 1906, horse No. 2 was procured as 
acheck animal. He was in fair condition and quite 
spirited, although about twenty years old. 

Both animals were tested for glanders by the aggl- 
tination method and were found to be free from the 
disease. Both horses were then inoculated subcutane- 
ously with 34 cc. of a virulent culture of bacterium 
mallei. A circumscribed swelling with tenderness was 
produced in each animal. ’ 

Before the injection, the temperature of horse No. | 


100°3 and remained there for a week. 
the temperature remained at 99°6 and 
4th, when death occurred. 

The post-mortem of horse No. 2 showed a local 
hwimorrhagic and edematous condition of the subeutane- 
ous connective tissue and paniculus over an area cover- 
ing about 4in. x 12in. in the vicinity of the seat of inocu- 
lation. A similar condition existed beneath the scapula 
and posteriorly across the chest wall to the sternum. 
The agglutination test on the post-mortem blood gave 
the reaction for glanders. 

Aside from the local swelling and a slight rise in tem- 

perature, horse No. 1 developed no symptoms of glan- 
ers. The agglutination test gave no reaction for 
vlanders. 
_ On April 2nd, horse No. 1 again received intravenous 
injections of the serum. Larger doses, ranging from 
35 cc. to 65 ce. were given, and during the eight days 
from April 2nd to 9th, inclusive, a total of 420 ce. of the 
serum was injected. 

On April 14th, horse No. 3 was procured as another 
cbeck animal. He was a large draft animal, about eight 
years of age, strong and in good condition aside from 
being affected with paraplegia which, however, did not 
interfere with his value for the experiment. The agglu- 
tination test showed that he was free from glanders. 

Horses 1 and 3 were inoculated subcutaneously with 
10 ce. of a culture of bacterium mallei, which had been 
grown at 40°C. for three days, probably producing some 
degree of attenuation. This inoculation produced only 
slight swelling, which disappeared after one day. As 
there were no apparent symptoms from the above inocu- 
lation, it was repeated on April 20th, with 10 ce. of a 
virulent culture of bacterium mallei. The following 
table shows the temperatures of each horse for five 
days: 


In horse No, 2, 
99° until March 


Horse No. |. Horse No. 3. 


April 20 degrees degrees 
April 21 1023, 
April 22 
April 23 1055, ,, 
April 24 


On April 21, horse No, 3 showed a marked local swel- 
ling, with pain at the point of inoculation. On the 22nd 
there was increased swelling and pain. The horse was 
in a weak condition. On the 23rd there was loss of 
appetite and greater weakness. On the 24th the horse 
was down in the stall and died at noon. Blood was 
drawn from the jugular vein and the serum collected. 
This was submitted to the agglutination test and a posi- 
tive reaction obtained which showed the horse to have 
been glandered. 
Post-mortem, Horse No. At the point of inuculation 
there was a hemorrhagic area containing serous exudate 
and extending from the top of the neck to the seapulo- 
humeral articulation. There was a thickened and hard- 
ened condition at the point of inoculation over an area 
din. x Gin., containing purulent matter. lhe lurgs were 
filled throughout with miliary nodules. The medias- 
tinal lymph glands were enlarged, haemorrhagic and dark 
coloured.. There was hemorrhagic and e¢ematons 
condition of the tissne around the trachea and aorta, 
The splenic pulp was soft. | 
On April 26th, a male guinea-pig was inoenlated sub- 
cutaneously with nodules from the lung. The guinea- 
pig died May 21st with orchitis and abscess of the 
inguinal lymph gland on the same side as the point of 
inoculation, Pure culture organisms were obtained from 
the testicle. 

Horse No. 1 had received no serum for two weeks pre- 
vious to the inoculation of 10 cc, of the virulent culture 
on April 20th. On April 24th fifty cubic centimeters of 
the serum were injected. Immediately following this 


Was 99°2, and that of No.2 99°6. After the injection, the 
temperature of horse No. 1 went up tu 100°6, then fell to 


injection, the horse showed a marked increase in the 
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number of respirations ; the breathing became labored 
but returned to normal within a few minutes. The re- 
action from the above injection is given below : 
April 24. 4.00 p.m. Temperature 104°0 degrees 
4.30 


»”» ” 1 ” 


6.00 » 1060 

April 25. 2.00a.m. 105°4—S 

6.00 _,, 1053 

8.00 _,, 1053 

4.00 p.m 


At 4.00 p.m. 40 ce. of the serum were injected and the 
symptoms of April 24th were not noticed. 

On April 26th the temperature at 10.00 a.m. was 
103°7 ; at 4.30 it was 105. At this time 50cc. of the 
serum were injected. On April 27th the temperature 
was 104°5. The abscess which had formed at the point 
of inoculation was opened, the pus evacuated, and the 
area disinfected with strong lysol solution. On April 
28th the temperature was 103°8. Fifty cubic centi- 
metres of the serum were injected. There was slight 
dyspnea as on April 24, There was a slight serous 
nasal discharge. On April 29th the temperature was 
103°8. There was swelling of the nostril, laboured 
breathing, and thick mucous discharge. On April 30th 
the temperature was 102°5. There was more pronoun- 
ced thickening of the nostril ; thick, blood-stained 
mucous discharge from the nose. The breathing was so 
laboured and the symptoms of suffocation so impending, 
that tracheotomy was performed. Seventy cubic centi- 
metres of the serum were injected. Blood was drawn 
from the jugular vein and the serum collected, which by 
the agglutination test showed the animal to have been 
glandered. 

Post-mortem, Horse No. 1.—There was an edematous 
condition of the connective tissue under the skin above 
the false nostril and in all the surrounding tissues. The 
mucous membrane of the nasal septum was dark red in 
colour, infiltrated and showed marked pea-like yellowish 
elevations with red areole. On the floor of the nasal 
fossa and septum nasi, the mucosa of the facial sinuses 
was necrotic, and in places the necrosis extended into 
the bone. The sinuses contained a thick, viscid liquid. 
There was a thickened condition of the mucosa of the 
turbinated bones. The spleen was enlarged to three 
times its normal size and the pulp was soft and dark 
coloured. The kidneys and the liver were enlarged and 
friable. There was a hemorrhagic and enlarged condi- 
tion of the anterior mediastinal lymph glands. 


SUMMARY. 
Aside from some anemia and areduced number of red 


- corpuscles as shown in the blood count, there were no 


matiked or apparent injurious hemolytic effects from the 
injection of the bovine serum. 

he evidence is much less complete than might be 
desired with regard to the effects of the serum upon 
glanders. Such as it is it seems to be favourable to the 
belief that the serum imparts some power of resistance 
to the virus and that it has some value as a diagnostic 
agent. 

In the first experiment the horse treated with the 
serum did not respond to the agglutination test for glan- 
ders ; while the second horse did, although both were 
inoculated with the glanders virus at the same time 
and the agglutination tests were made coincidently at a 
suitable period after the inoculations. 

In the second experiment both horses came down 
with glanders after an inoculation of an unusually large 
amount of virus. But the serum-treated horse survived 
for a week longer than the control. In the matter of 
temperature, the serum-treated horse showed a con- 


stantly higher temperature than the control after the 
virus had taken effect. Succeeding injections of the 
serum caused a still higher rise temporarily in the 
experimental horse. 

[From “Abstracts of work done in the Laboratory of 
Veterinary Physiology and Pharmacology,’’ New York 
State Veterinary College, Ithaca. ) 


ALLEGED NEGLIGENCE IN DISPENSING. 


In the Civil Court, at Salisbury, Rhodesia, on March 
28th, Mr. Brailsford heard the action brought by 
Messrs. Arnold and Co. against Messrs. Lennon and 
Co., in which the plaintiffs claim £20 damages, being 
the value of a horse the death of which they allege was 
caused by a drench dispensed by the defendant firm, 
which was over the prescribed strength. Mr. W.§. 
Honey appeared for the plaintiffs and Mr. J. E. 
Nicholl attended on behalf of the defendants. 

Nathaniel Arnold stated he was partner of the firm of 
Arnold and Co. The horse in question was one of a lot 
brought into the country by his firm in August last. It 
was subsequently sent to Hartley. Early in December 
he went to Hartley and there saw the horse working. 
It appeared in the best of health, but looked “ tucked 
up” which he took to be caused by worms. Worms 
had been seen in the animal’s excreta. He told Mr. 
Taylor, who had charge of the horse, he would send 
down adrench. On his return to Salisbury he went to 
Lennon, Ltd., and saw Mr. Currie, the assistant, and 
asked him to make up a mild purge for a horse suffering 
with worms ; the same kind of drench as he had pre- 
viously supplied. Laterthe drench was sent to him, and 
he forwarded it to Hartley. On December 14 he re- 
ceived a wire from Taylor saying the horse was dead. 
He subsequently received a jar containing portions of 
the animal’s intestines. This he sent to Veterinary Sur- 
geon Bevan, of the Veterinary Department, for exami- 
nation. He also received a sealed bottle with the balance 
of the drench. This was sent to Mr. Cornwall, of the 
hospital, for analysis. The horse was valued at £35. 

Cross-examined.— Mr. Arnold stated he did not write 
the prescription produced in Court, viz: 4 ounces recti- 
fied turps., 20 ounces linseed oil. He simply gave verbal 
instructions. He had had several drenches before from 
Messrs. Lennon and they were all right. He admitted a 
mule belonging to him had recently died after it had 
been given a drench, but the animal was on its last legs 
when the purge was admistered. 

George John —— said he was an hotel-keeper, of 
Hartley. He had had eighteen years’ experience with 
horses in South Africa. He remembered the horse in 
—_ being sent to Hartley by Messrs. Arnold and 

o. in August. About the beginning of December he 
remembered Mr. Arnold coming to Hartley. The horse 
was working at the time. He had noticed the animal 
suffering from worms, and he informed Mr. Arnold, 
who said he would send down the drench. When the 
drench was received he administered it with the aid of 
another man by pouring the contents of the bottle down 
the animal’s throat. He only gave half the dose. The 
borse appeared in great pain almost immediately. lt 
lay on the ground and put its head towards its side, 
and broke out ina heavy sweat. The following morning 
he went into the stable and found the horse trying to 
urinate. It passed dark fluid and then blood. It stood 
for about five minutes and then lay down again. He 
covered the horse with a dry blanket. The next morn 
ing the horse was dead. On the advice of the Mining 
Commissioner and Captain Macqueen he sealed up the 
balance of the medicine. There were no directions 02 
the bottle ; it was simply labelled “the drench.” He 
stopped after he gave half because the horse was in such 
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pain. After death Dr. Mackenzie, of Hartiey, made a 
post-mortem examination. He was working the animal 
up to the morning of the day he administered the dose, 
and he shook the bottle up slightly before giving the 
drench. He administered the dose properly, and it did 
not go into itslungs, as it did not cough. The day he 
gave it the drench there were no signs of disease. 

~ A. J. Mackenzie said he was a medical practitioner 
residing at Hartley, and he examined a dead horse when 
Taylor was present on December 14 or 15. It was a 
roan gelding. He opened the stomach of the horse and 
examined entrails. The mucous membrane and the 
glands were very badly inflamed, there were several 
small hemorrhages, and in addition a large number of 
ulcers. These ulcers were quite recent, judging from the 
analogy of the human being. He also examined the 
lungs, and on one lung was a small consolidated area 
with caseous nodules. The kidneys were intensely con- 
gested and the intestine from the stomach was also very 
much inflamed, and congealed blood was at the orifice 
of the urethra The disease on the lungs was frightfully 
old. Every other part of the horse appeared healthy, 
and he could not find any other trace of disease. He 
was not a novice at the work, Some irritant had caused 
the alterations. The fat was a normal colour and head 
was not swollen, and, so far as I could see, the animal 
suffered from no acute sickness. 

Cross-examined. He admitted that in dealing with 
human beings one dose that might suit one might be 
fatal to another. He did notice a smell when making 
the post-mortem examination, but he could not exactly 

lace it at the time. The state of the intestines and 
Ghee proved irritant poisoning. Asked if he attended 
the animal before death, Dr. Mackensie stated a note 
had been sent up to his house the day the anima] was 
sick, but he was away at the time. He heard next day 
the horse was dead, and he held the post-mortem. He 
admitted that Hartley had a bad reputation for horse 
sickness, but judging from the number of animals that 
died in Salisbury he did not think Hartley was worse 
than the capital. At certain times a wave passed 
through Hartley. 

In reply to Mr. Honey, Dr. McKenzie again admitted 
that judging from the analogy of the human ‘ody, the 
horse had died of irritant poisoning. i 

Ll. Edgar Williams Bevan, a Government veterinary 
surgeon, stated he remembered examining part of the 
entrails and stomach of a horse sent him in a jar in 
December last. The jar came from Messrs. Arnold and 
Co. He could not sale a very good examination on the 
parts as they had undergone a change before they 
reached him, but he was able to observe a number of 
ulcers on the mucous membrane, which in his opinion 
were of recent origin. The symptoms might be attri- 
buted to turpentine. He considered an ordinary drench 
should consist of from two to three ounces of rectified 
turpentine say in a pint of linseed vil. A drench of that 
strength and proportion would not hurt a horse. He 
considered the symptoms described by the previous 
witnesses pointed to irritant poisoning, and an exces- 
sive quantity of turpentine would be an irritant. He 
would not prescribe # dose containing 30 per cent. of 
turpentine. Four ounces of turpentine in twenty of 
linseed oil would be safe. He would not give a stronger 
dose. Asked what was the maximum quantity of turpen- 
tine to use in such a drench Mr. Bevan stated that 4 
ounces in 20 ounces of linseed oil would be safe ; that 
would be equal to about 163 per cent. He never went 

ond that. 

ross-examined: Mr. Bevan said on December 12 
horse-sickness had already commenced. It was possible 
for a horse suffering from horse sickness to be worked up 
toalmost the day of its death. He knew of snch cases, 
but certain symptoms would be apparent. The symp- 
toms asdescribed by Dr. Mackenzie did not point to the 


animal dying of horse sickness. A drench containing 
four ounces of turpentine and twenty of linseed oil given 
to a horse suffering from kidney disease would have the 
effect of producing blood in the urine. The urine pass- 
ing from a horse suffering from biliary fever would look 
like blood, Questioned again on this point Mr. Bevan 
stated the urine would be a cotlee colour. Blood in 
urine could be caused by an injury or disease of the kid- 
neys. It was a fact that certain drugs administered to 
a horse suffering from horse-sickness had the effect of 
separating the red matter in the blood, which would 
pass out in the urine. He had seen cases in which 
turpentine acted in this manner. Assuming that a horse 
had chronic disease of the kidneys, turpentine might be 
given in small doses, but he would not choose it in 
prescribing. Turpentine was very easily detected by 
smell even twenty-four hours after death. Four ounces 
in twenty of linseed was not an excessive quantity. He 
had dealt with Lennon, Ltd., for some time, and he had 
been always entirely satisfied. Turpentine and linseed 
oil combined very freely. They were about the same 
specific gravity, and the least movement of the bottle 
would mix them. Assuming the horse was practically 
healthy, it would take an enormous overdose of turpen- 
tine to kill it. It was not possible for six ounces of 
turpentine with twenty of linseed oil to kill the horse. 
He had heard other witnesses say only half the dose had 
been administered. He did not think that three ounces 
with ten of linseed oil would have hurt the animal. 
Of course, danger would lie in the strength of the solu- 
tion. Hedid not consider it wise to give a horse any 
drug if a person did not know what he was prescrib- 
ing for. 

Reginald de vere Cornwell] stated he was dispenser at 
the Salisbury Hospital and a chemist of twenty-one 
years’ standing. He received on December 28 for 
analysis about one-third of a bottle containing a drench 
of turpentine and linseed oi]. On examination he found 
the mixture to consist of approximately 30 per cent. of 
turpentine and 70 per cent. of linseed oil. The exact 
proportion of turpentine was 28°4. Turpentine was of a 
volatile nature, and, presuming the mixture was ex- 
posed, if anything was lost it would have been the turps 
and not the oil. Turpentine and linseed oil mixed very 
readily, and he thought once they were properly mixed 
they could not be separated, unless, of course, specially 
treated. 

Cross-examined : Mr. Cornwell believed it required 
very great experience to practice as an analyist. He 
was not aware that it was necessary to acquire any 
special degree for a man to call himself an analyist. 
Asked whether any chemist on becoming a member of 
the Pharmaceutical Society became ipso facto an 
analyist and could practice as such, the witness stated 
“Yes, if he bas had sufficient experience. Mr. Skerrit, 
if he thought he was capable, could act as an analyist 
with bis diplomas.” It required practical experience to 
analyse a mixture of turps and linseed oil. He did not 
consider the work very difficult. Asked as to what 
method he employed in working out the analysis. Mr. 
Cornwell stated he worked it both by saponification and 
distillation. 

This closed the case for plaintiffs. 

Percy William Skerritt stated he was manager of the 
Salisbury branch of Messrs. Lennon, Ltd., the defen- 
dants. He was a member of the Pharmaceutical 
Society. He had 15 years experience and eight years 
he had been qualified. He remembered Mr. Arnold com- 
ing into the store and asking him for a drench for a 
horse, and he at the time wrote down on a slip (pro- 
duced in court), 4oz. turps, 200z. linseed oil mixed. He 
jotted it down as an instruction for Mr. Currie, his assis- 
tant. He had on otber occasions made up similar dren- 


ches for Mr. Arnold and others. Mr. Currie made up 
this particular drench. . 
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_ Cross-examined by Mr. Honey : Hestated he thought 
it was December 6th when Mr. Arnold came to the store 
and ordered the drench. Mr. Arnold did not see Mr. 
Currie. Mr. Honey asked the witness whether he was 
aware that it was on December 5th that Mr. Arnold 
ordered the drug and received the reply that it might 
have the fifth. Mr. Honey then produced a pro forma 
invoice dated the fifth and Mr. Skerritt agreed that the 
date on which the drench was ordered must have been 
the fifth. The Magistrate then asked Mr. Skerritt how 
he reconciled this admission with the fact that the slip, 
which he had stated he wrote out at the time Mr. Arnold 
ordered the drench, being marked with a date stamp 
“Dec. 6.” Mr. Skerritt explained that slips of this 
nature were stuck on a file as they were done with and 
at the end of the day they were dated with a stamp. 
They were busy in the store about the 5th and 6th and 
the stamping of the slips of December 5th might not 
have been done until December 6th. 

John Forbes Currie stated he was ep oe by’ Len- 
non and Co. He was a fully qualified chemist, had 
taken his diploma at Edinburgh, and had six years 
experience. It was part of his duties to make up pre- 
scriptions that came into Messrs. Lennon and Co’s. es- 
tablishment. He remembered Mr. Arnold, of Arnold 
and Co., coming into the store on December 5th or 6th. 
He was standing bchind the dispensing counter when 
Mr. Arnold entered and spoke to the manager, Mr. 
Skerritt. Hehearda drench being ordered and he also 
heard Mr. Arnold say something about worms. He 
saw Mr. Skerritt write out the prescription and he 
identified the note dated December 6th, put in as being 
the identical slip Mr. Skerritt wrote out at the time of 
Mr. Arnold giving his order. 

Mr. Currie, at the request of Mr. Nicholls, went 
through the procedure of dispensing and making up the 
disputed drench. He was accustomed to dealing in 
grains and fractions of grains. He was always particu- 
larly careful of turpentine, it was not a pleasant thing to 
take too much of. It would be absolutely impossible to 
fill the 40z. measure twice with turpentine. During the 
whole time he had worked with Lennon, Ltd., Mr. 
Skerritt had had no cause for complaint. He was Scotch 
and had always been a teetofaller. 

Asked by the magistrate whether he was quite certain 
that the slip he had identified was the identical note 
that Mr. Skerritt made out on Mr. Arnold placing the 
order for the drench, Mr. Currie replied that he was 


_absolutely certain. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Honey. Mr. Currie stated, 
when making up a drench for a horse he would be just 
as careful as on other occasions, and he always carefully 
observed the measures when dealing with hquids. He 
was not busy at the time when he dispensed the drench. 
There were other prescriptions to make up, but while 
_ made up the drench in question nobody disturbed 

im. 

Mr. Currie stated he did not hear Mr. Arnold ask for 

a mild drench, and in reply to the Magistrate said he was 
uite certain that Mr. Arnold did not give him the order 
or the medicine. 

Mr. R. Bernstein, called by Mr. Honey, stated he was 
a partner of the plaintiff firm. When he received the 
telegram about December 14 he took it to Lennon’s store 
and saw Mr. Skerritt, who in a conversation told him 
that he presumed he would have it analysed, and asked 
to be allowed “to have a chance at it.” Mr. Bernstein 
said said he replied “Certainly, fhere will be no objec- 
tion.” The following day the drench arrived from 
Hartley and remained in the office of Arnold and Co. 
for over a fortnight, during which time his firm had 
no correspondence or call from Leunon on the matter. 
The drench came up at the same time as the entrails. 
Asked whethe: Messrs. Lennon were advised of the 
arrival of the drench, witness replied that they were not 


advised at all, but he had shown tbe wire to Mr 
Skerritt. 

The Magistrate, referring to the wire, pointed out 
that there was nothing mentioned about the drench: 
it simply read : “ Roan horse died this morning, Mae. 
kenzie inspected s:omach says badly burned cause of 
death. Sending part of entrails by to-night’s train.” 

Mr. Bernstein reiterated his last remark and said | 
had stated all he knew about the matter. 

This closed the case, and counsel addresed the Court. 

The Magistrate in summing up said: “In this case 
the plaintiffs sue the defendants for the sum of £20 by 
way of damages. I am certain from the evidence 
that Arnold and Co. imported a certain number of 
horses, four of which were sent to Hartley. Among 
the four was a roan horse. I think it is admitted that 
it is a roan horse that has died. Arnold went down 
to Hartley in December, saw the horse, thought it 
was not well, and after consulting with Taylor, decided 
todrench the animal. A drench was made up by defen- 
dants. We presume this was the drench that was 
sent down, although there was no evidence to prove 
it. “It was sent to me, it was not handed to me, 
og right through the evidence. Even the portion 
of the drench analysed by Mr. Cornwall, we will say it 
was a portion of the drench, was sent to him. Why 
was not an analysis made of the contents of the 
stomach? Why was it not analysed? If a man is ex- 
pected to have died by poisoning it is the contents of 
the stomach that are analysed not what may be left 
in the bottle by the bed. There is wo evidence before 
me that the contents of the stomach of the horse were 
analysed. Butit has not been proved to my satssfac- 
tion that the horse died from the drench made by the 
defendants. ‘The plaintiffs allege, and must prove what 
they allege .in the summons, that the horse died from 
that portion of the drench administered at Hartley 
In my miud they have not done that, and my judg 
ment will be absolution from the instance with costs. 
—The Rhodesia Herald. 


The Head of the Board of Agriculture. 


Commenting upon the attack made on Lord Carring 
ton by Lord Lansdowne in the Upper House last Thurs- 
day, The Yorkshire Post says :—-To the House of Lords 
Earl Carrington has become indispensable. All his 
speeches have “the first and fine careless rapture” of 

iost-prandia! orations when the wine has circulated no- 
Diy. His habit is that of the after-dinner speaker. His 
style, such as it is, was cultivated at the National Liber- 
al Club. For years he has presided over the banquets 
given at that centre of light and Iuxury to deserving 
Radical politicians, and he has become a jovial slave to 
settled habit. Well-groomed, well-set-up, and with « 
cosmopolitan geniality that is irresistible, Lord Carring- 
ton is deservedly popular both in and out of Parliament. 
But nobody seems to be able to take him seriously as @ 
statesman, and, to do him justice, he does not seem t 
have any illusion himeell His speeches are without 
form, and void. Most of his sentences are without be- 
ginning orend. He gambols gaily on without any 10 
tion of his destination, and with the vaguest idea about 
stopping-stages. It is nothing to him that bis friend 
and colleague, the Lord Chancellor, is chuckling unde! 
his wig on the Woolsack ; nothing that the Bishops ar 
smiling with quite secular enjoyment ; nothing that n° 
ble Lords on the other side of the Honse laugh aloud «! 
his dashing impromptus. Lord Carrington takes hin 
self, the House of Lords, and the whole scheme of crea 
tion with a gay good-nature that nothing can rufile. 
he is surprised at anything, it is to find himself Ministet 
of Agriculture, and responsible for many things that "' 
would give him real pleasure to understand. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 10 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


| Glanders Rabies. Sh 
ax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases 'ePT Swine F 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. sailed 
Out- Ani- | Out- Out- | Ani- Out Out. 
. t- | Slaugh- 
| mals, mals. breaks mals, Dogs. Other breaks.| tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended May 11] 35 55] | 23 | 33 71 | 336 
196 .. | 28 16 32] 
Corresponding week in | 1503 20 34 2% 40 ll 104 
28 124 23 | 40 20] 34 152 
Total for 19 weeks, 1907 | 442 613 | 352 791 382 809 4105 
(IMG. 597 405 760 271 4389 2228 
Corresponding jeriod in 1905. 410 591 438 787 625 272 
B89 620 540 1002 1024 487 2662 


Board cf Agriculture »nd Fisheries, May 14. 147. 


IRELAND. Weekended Mays] .. | .. | . | sli 16 
(1906 2 5 | 101 
Corresponding Week in { 1905 .. 2 es és 

Total for 18 weeks, 1907 8 | 150 49 908 
1906 3 2 6]... .. a | 361 

Corresponding period in 1905 2; 2 9 | 25 oa -» | 209 25 309 
1904 2) 2 .. | .. 68 | 1042 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 9, 1907. 


Novg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposec to Infectu n, 


Diseased Meat in Cardiff. 


The Lord Mayor of Cardiff (Mr. W. 8. Crossman) pre- 
sided on Tuesday afternoon over a conference between 
a special sub-committee of the property and markets 
and health committee of the Cardiff Corporation and 
about thirty representatives of various local bodies 
within a twenty-mile radius of the city, to discuss the 
question of meat inspection in the district. 

Dr. Walford, the Cardiff medical officer of health, 
stated that during the past ten years the inspection of 
meat in Cardiff had become more and more complete, 
and although the health committee did not claim to 
have attained the degree of completeness which obtain- 
ed in Berlin and some of the large Continental cities, 
they could with confidence assert that in no other city 
or town in the United Kingdom was the inspection of 
meat more carefully attended to than in Cardiff. Never- 
theless, the committee felt that in the interest of the 
public health they should endeavour to obtain further 
Parliamentary powers, as without these they could go 
no further in the direction of meat inspection than they 
had already gone. They desired especially to prevent 
the sale of meat in Cardiff which had not been inspected 
at the time of slanghter. For this it would be necessary 
to establish meat inspection stations and introduce a 
system of stamping meat, in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis. 
or this purpose a local Act of Parliament was neces- 


sary. In the meantime the health committee asked for | 


the co-operati ities outside the city | 
of the wuthorities outst 4 as they were conducted properly. 


to assist them in preventing the sale of such meat. In 


i906 a total of 108 carcases, weighing 33,009]b, had 


n seized in the public slaughterhouses of the city, 
snd 15,9181b in places other than the public slanghter- 


houses, the weight of meat seized in 1900 being 14,335]b 
and 6,882lb respectively. The committee recognised the 
difficulties of meat inspection in districts in which there 
_were a number of private slaughterhouses scattered in 
varicus parts of a large district, but they felt that some- 
thing might be attempted in this direction by the estab- 
lishment by the local authorities, where they had power 
to do so, of public slaughterhouses and by the appoint- 
ment of qualified meat inspectors. In his annual report 
for the year 1905 Dr. Williams, county medical officer of 
Glamorgan, wrote :—“1 am in a position to state that 
the inspection of meat and other articles of food is not 
even attempted in some districts. From the annual 
reports (1900-6) of the medical officer of health for the 
Llandaff and Dinas Powis rural district it appeared that 
no systematic inspection of meat was carried on in the 
district, and, therefore, no record of meat destroyed as 
unfit for food was published.” ; 
Mr. John Howell (Aberdare) spoke of the difficulties 
in the way of improving inspection. Butchers bought 
cattle, and were unable to say until the beasts were 
slaughtered whether they were sound. The butchers 
ought to be protected by law, as wellas the public. Then 
the question of the abolition of private slanghter means 
an interference with vested interests. 
The Town Clerk of Cardiff (Mr. J. L. Wheatley) said 
that there must be fresh legislation before vested inter- 
ests could be dealt with without compensation. 
Mr. Lewis Morgan (Cardiff) said they did not neces- 
sarily want to do away with private slaughterhouses as 


Mr. J. Chappell : Oh, yes, we do. 
Mr. Lewis Morgan, in reply to Mr. Howell, said that, 


surely, there must be some provision by which the 
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butcher could protect himself by insuring the beasts 
which he bought. 

Mr. J. Chappell said that, as representatives of the 
public, they had nothing to do with insurance. That 
was a matter for the butcher himself to see to. Public 
bodies had to stand between the people and the trade 
and see that the food that the people bought was of the 
highest quality. They knew that cattle suspected in 
Cardiff were sometimes removed to the district and killed 
in private slaughterhouses, and they in Cardiff, though 
they knew that that meat might be brought back into 
the city, could no nothing in the matter. 

Colonel Henry Lewis (Greenmeadow), chairman of 
the sanitary committee of the Glamorgan County Coun- 
cil, moved :—- 

“That this meeting of representatives of local authori- 
ties within forty miles of the City of Cardiff, on the 
north side of the Bristol Channel, are of opinion that it 
is very desirable that each public authority should put 
into active operation and rigidly enforce the provisions 
of the Public Health Acts, the Markets and Fairs 
Clauses Act (1847), and the Towns Improvement Clauses 
Act (1847), so as to prevent as far as possible the con- 
sumption of unsound meat by the public.” ~ 

Mr. John Chappell seconded, and the motion was 
carried. 

The Medical Officer of Health for Gelligaer and 
Rhigos (Dr. W. W. Jones) said it was a matter for fresh 
legislation, and the [mperial Government ought to bear 
the cost of meat inspection. 

A resolution was also passed in favour of establishing 
public slaughterhouses in every district, and of abolish- 
ing private slaughterhouses, declaring that every con- 
sideration should be extended to the meat trade and due 
regard paid to vested interests, and that a communica- 
tion be addressed to the Local Government Board urging 
the necessity for ‘saya legislation for the purposes 
mentioned in the last resolution, and for the compulsory 
inspection at the time of slaughter of all animals, includ- 
ing poultry, intended for the food of man, and that all 
meat free from disease be officially stamped. 


Diseases of animals in Pembrokeshire, 


Ata meeting of the Pembrokeshire County Council 
the Chairman said he was sorry the chairman of the 
Contagious Diseases Committee, Mr. T. Llewellin, of 
Haythog, was absent. He was a very old member of 
the Council, and their sympathy would go out to him 
in his severe illness. He was sorry to say that the com- 
mittee met that morning, and the inspector reported an 
outbreak of anthrax in the immediate neighbourhood 
(Uzmaston), and several cases had occurred. Every- 
thing had been done by way of precautionary measures, 
and everything needful would be done by the Commit- 
tee, the inspector, and the owner of the animals to stamp 
out the disease. He hoped soon to be able to make 
a favourable report that the disease has been arrested. 


VETERINARY INSPECTOR’s REPORT. 


The Veterinary Inspector (Mr. David Evans) reported 
as follows :—“I have the honour to report to you that 
the county is free from contagious disease, with the 
exception of contagious abortion in mares, which still 
continues very serious. At present so little can be done 
to prevent it, but I have done what Ican to urge farmers 
to take precautions after the abortions in order to try 
and stamp out the disease. I am in communication 
with the Board of Agriculture, who are very anxious to 
get aborted membranes, etc., sent to them for investi- 
gation. I have also written to The County Guardian, 
mowing farmers the necessity of doing this. The Board 


pays al 


expenses of carriage, ete. It is thus in the! 


farmers’ hands to help themselves, and suggestions on 
this point from you would be advantageous.” 

The Chairman moved, and Mr. Granville seconded 
the adoption of the report. 


Man succumbs to Anthrax. 


A serious outbreak of anthrax has occurred on the 
farm belonging to Mr. Edward White, at Uzmastoy, 
Pembroke. 

It og that on Sunday, 28th ult., a beast belong. 
ing to Mr. Edward White died suddenly, and two soy 
who had gained access to the dead animal’s blood ¢op. 
tracted poisoning which also ended fatally. 

Mr. White’s suspicions, however, were not aroused 
until last Sunday, when another sow died. He the 
sent for Mr. David Evans, veterinary surgeon, wh 
at once saw that death had in all cases been caused by 
anthrax. 

A man named George White set to work to skin the 
dead carcase of a beast, and having a slight scratch jy 
his arm he got the poison in his blood. His arn 
swelled up, and he was removed to the Haverfordwest 
Infirmary on Sunday, 5th inst., and died at an early 
hour on Wednesday morning. 


Inquest: VERDICT, “ ACCIDENTAL POISONIN.” 


Mr. Herbert J. E. Price, the district coroner, held a 
inquest on the body on Thursday morning, 9th inst, 
at the infirmary. Mr. W. H. Reynolds was foreman 
of the jury. 

Martha Thomas, the widow, said her husband was; 
labourer in the “ow of Mr. Edward White, at Uz 
maston, and he lived at Uzmaston. On Saturday 
night her hnsband complained that his arm was 4 
little bit stiff in the elbow. On Sunday morning he 
was very unwell, and she looked at his arm, and 
found a mark just below the elbow. He went to his 
work as usual, and when he came back about 11 a.m. the 
red mark on his arm was very much larger. He went 
back to work until about two p.m., and when he came 
home he was in great pain, ard about 3.30 p.m. he 
went to see Dr. Wilson. She next saw him on Mon- 
day afternoon. It was on Sunday week when her hus 
band was tending a heifer, and last Saturday night be 
was tending a sick pig. Witness was present at the 
Infirmary when her husband died at 7.20 a.m. 
Wednesday. He was quite conscious when he died. 

Edward White, junior, of Uzmaston Farm, said de 
ceased was in his father’s employ, and had been for 
two or three years. The first animal died on Sunday 
week ; it was a heifer. Witness did not know any 
thing ailed it nntil he was told by one of the mer, 
and it died half an hour afterwards. He did not su 

ct there was anything the matter with the beast thut 
fe should report, and the veterinary surgeon did not 
see it. The deceased was present when the heifer wa 
skinned, and heassisted, holding the skin, etc. On the 
following Tuesday a sow was taken ill, and died in a 
hour after the first symptoms were seen. They did nd 
know what was the matter, and, therefore, the death 
was not reported. The sow had eaten some of tht 
offal of the dead heifer. Another sow took bad # 
twelve o’clock the same day, and died in about half a 
hour. Witness thought the animals had been poisoned. 
Last Saturday evening the deceased called his attet- 
tion to the fact that there was another sow bad, aod 
he went tosee the animal. This case seemed different 0 
the others, and had a swelling in the throat, which tht 
others had not. The next morning—Sunday—the 
was dead. Thomas never said anything about his art 
until the Sunday morning, and = om it to witness. 
There was a small pimple on the inside of the arm. Ti 
arm was slightly swollen. Witness reported the deatl 
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of the sow to Mr. David Evans, the veterinary inspector, 
and he came out on the Sunday afternoon. “Deceased’s 
arm was getting worse, and when witness advised him 
to go and see the doctor he said he would wait until 
the veterinary came. When Mr. Evans saw the arm he 
said the deceased had got the disease from the animals, 
and deceased at once went to see Dr. Wilso». Witness 
did not see him afterwards. 

Mr. Edward White, senr., said when these animals 
died he thought they had picked up something poison- 
ous by the river side, but when another died on the 
Sunday he began to be suspicious that somebody had 
laid down poison, and that was why he sent for the 
veterinary. 

Dr. Wilson said he saw deceased between three and 
four p.m. on Sunday when Mr. Evans brought him to 
hissurgery. He found a little ulcer in the middle of the 
forearm, and a general cellulitis spreading as far as the 
shoulder. From the history of the cattle and the ap- 
pearance of the arm he thought there was little doubt it 
was anthrax, and he sent the deceased up to the infirm- 
ary. On Monday Dr. Mills made a_ microscopical 
examination, and took some slides and found the anth- 
rax bacillus. 

Replying to the coroner, the doctor said what they 
surmised was this. The deceased assisted at the skin- 
ning of the heifer, and no doubt got some of the blood 
about him, and probably did not wash himself very care- 
fully. He had a small pimple on his foreman, and in 
scratching this no doubt some of the baci'lus under his 
finger nails, got into the slight punctme he made, and 
he thus became inoculated. If he had seen the deceased 
earlier while the inoculation was local he could have cut 
it out and cauterised the place, and he would probably 
have been all right, but it had spread too far. 

The Coroner said he had no donbt the theory of the 
doctor was correct. 

Mr. Edward White, junior, said the deceased showed 
him on the Sunday a pimple, and said he had been 
scratching it. 

The Coroner said that contirmed the theory of the 
doctors. He thought the correct verdict for the jury 
would be that the deceased died from accidental 
poisoning. 

A.verdict to this effect was retured.—7he Pembroke 
County Guardian. 


Cattle poisoned by sewage polluted water. 


In Hamilton Sheriff Court, Sheriff Thomson recently 
gave judgment in an action which aroused consider- 
able interest among farmers and coalowners. The 
osm were Alexander, James, and John Fleming, 
armers, South Netherburn, Dalserf, and the defenders 
James Gemmell, coalmaster, Glasgow ; James Nimmo 
Co., Ltd., coalmasters ; William Barr & Sons, coalmas- 
ters; the United Collieries, Ltd. ; William Cooper, 
bricklayer, Blackwood, and Charles Surgeoner, grocer, 
Netherburn, who are proprietors of collieries, houses, and 
other works adjoining the Netherburn Burn, from which 
pursuers’ cattle are watered Pursuers sought that the 


defenders should be interdicted from allowing any nox- 
lous, poisonous, or polluting liquid entering the burn, 
and particularly sewage and coal washings ; and further 
they sought to recover from the defenders sums amount- 
ing in all to £216, being the value of cattle which had 
died through drinking the polluted water, and damages 
for deterioration in live stock and their milk. An ex- 
haustive proof, lasting five days, was led some time ago, 
and the case taken to avizandum. ; 
The Sheriff now finds that the burn in question has 
n contaminated with sewage, as the result of which 
several of pursuers’ cattle have died, and that this has 


been contributed to by Messrs, Gemmell, Barr, and Sur- 
geoner. He therefore decerns against them for the sum 
£115 and expenses, and he assoilzies the other defenders 
from the conclusions of the action. In a note he ex- 
plains that it was strongly maintained that it was a mere 
Superstition to hold that sewage-polluted water affected 
cattle, but on the evidence adduced he could not accept 
that contention. That theory had indeed not been in- 
vented for the present case, and had the support of em- 
nent writers on veterinary subjects. certainly seem. 
ed to be the case that they could drink, without any 
specific disease resulting, water which would be danger- 
ous to human beings, but too many witnesses had spoken 
to the fact that such water did injuriously affect them, 
and he could not disregard it. 


“Pimply Gut.'’—Important to Pork Butchers. 


Messrs. Vornberger and Co., Ltd., of 5 Coweross St., 
Smithfield, were summoned, at the instance of Sanitary 
Inspector Bobbitt, of Hackney, for selling, on Feb. 8, 
to Edwin Cussans, of 66 Prince Edward Road, Hack- 
ney, a parcel of 150 sets of intestines of oxen (“ox 
runners ? intended for the food of man which were 
unfit for human consumption. They were further sum- 
moned for selling to William Simmonds, of 143 Pedro 
Street, Hackney, 12 sets of intestines of oxen, in- 
tended, ete.” 

Mr. Williams (‘Town Clerk of Hackney), who prose- 
cuted, said that on February I4th, inspector Bobbitt 
visited the premises of Mr. Cussans. a manufacturer of 
black puddings. “Ox runners” were used for black 
puddings as the intestines of smaller animals were used 
as sausage skins. The prosecution complained that the 
runners in question were diseased with “ pimply gut.” 
This was an American infection in particular, there being 
no case known affecting English cattle. The disease 
arose from a small worm taken into the interior of the 
animal, and it bored into the gut and raised pustules, 
The inspector seized the skins and they were duly 
condemned. They had been purchased of the defen- 
dants. 

Evidence as to the seizures having been given, the 
Hackney Medical Officer of Health said these skins 
were quite unfit for black puddings. The pimples were 
to some extent abscesses, and contained bacteria. 
From his general knowledge he should say the skins 
were eaten. 

Cross-examined : He did not know any person who 
had eaten the puddings, skin and all, but he had heard 
the skin was eaten. He had no knowledge of any par- 
ticular instance of illness being communicated to man- 
kind in this particular manner, but pus generally was 
dangerous to health. It always contained bacteria. He 
traced embryo the sixteenth of an inch in size in the 
us of one of the pimples in this ease. He considered 
it would take twenty minutes’ boiling of the skins to 
destroy the bacteria. 

Re-examined : “Pimply gut” was a comparatively 
new disease to this country. He did not know that 
10 per cent. of English cattle were affected. 

Mr. Clarke Hall submitted it was a question whether 
the skins were sold for food, and not what some people 
did in the matter. The question at issue was the mind 
and intent of the seller, and not of the consumer, 
There was no evidence that the defendants intended 
these for the food of man. They prepared the guts for 
all purposes and in the same way, and sold the skins 
simply as a commercial article. What the buyer did 
was not the defendants’ business. The runners might 
be for the skins of black ager oy td for tennis racquets, 
é responsibility was with the user. 
sald the defendants must be expected to 
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have knowledge of the fact that the skins were used for 
of food and eaten or chewed. 

Mr. Vornberger gave evidence. He said the presence 
of pimples would spoil the skins for any purpose ; and 
they were therefore generally | He did not 
actually know what Cussans wanted the skins for. His 
men would probably know the customer’s business. He 
reckoned to throw away some 10 per cent. of runners. 
He did not know how the guts in question had been 
sold. He exported skins to Germany. 

For the defence, a Professor of the Veterinary College 
was called. He said the bacteria in the pus on these 
skins was no more harmful than the bacteria in the 
atmosphere of the court. Speaking for himself, he would 
not eat the skins in any circumstances. That was a 
matter of sentiment. 

Mr. King, Superintendent Veterinary Inspector of 
the Cattle Market, said he had known of “ pimply 
gut” for 18 years. but knew of no case affecting tid 
beings. He gave the defendants an excellent character 
for careful dealing. 

The analyst of Finsbury said he had examined a black 
pudding with a pimply skin and could find no living 
parasite about them. They had been submitted to a 
process of boiling water. 

Mr. John Vornberger, a member of the firm, said he 
served Cussans, and was not aware of anything being 
wrong with the runners. He had had no complaint in 
16 years. 

r. Bros held that the article was liable to seizure. 
He gave the defendants the benefit of the doubt, how- 
ever, on the question of knowledge, and dismissed the 
summons. 


Exit Councillor Emery. 


Mr. William Robert Emery is no longer a member of 
the Guildford Town Council. His resignation was re- 
ceived by the Council on Tuesday evening, 7th inst., and 
a few minutes later he was appointed to the office of 
veterinary inspector, at a salary of £26a year, in success. 
ion to the late Mr. Charles Carter. The event created 
some merriment in the Council Chamber. Mr. Emery’: 
resignation was couched in the following terms :— 


“To the Town Clerk of Guildford and Body 
Corporate thereof : 

May 2nd, 1907. 
Whereas 1, William Robert Emery, of 168 High St, 
Guildford, Surrey, a member of the Royal College oj 
Veterinary Surgeons, London, being a town councillor 
of this borough--and whereas the post of veterinary 
inspector for the borough is now vacant and it is my 
intention to make application for the same, and it may 
be deemed necessary for me to vacate my post to town 
councillor in making application therefore—I hereby 
tender my resignation, and in accordance with my 
desire yield up the post of town councillor, enclosing 
herewith the sum of ten shillings the necessary accon- 

paniment of such resignation. 
W. R. Emery, M.R.C.V.S., veterinary surgeon.” 


The letter was received with cries of “hear, hear” in 
various parts of the room. 

The Mayor said he might add to the letter of resigni- 
tion that he had received the following telegram from 
Mr. Emery :— 

“To Mayor and Corporation assembled. Please 
accept parting good wishes, also kind remembrance of 


The other summons was withdrawn.—Meat 7’rades’|and to youall. Cannot give an oration. Reguiescat 


Journal. in pace.—Emerty, Bristol.” 81 
we The telegram aroused a good deal of laughter. 
Milk Inspection. In reply to a question, the Town Clerk said the resig- :. 
nation took effect from the moment he received it. th 
Dr. Collingridge, the Medical Officer of Health for the} There were three applications for the post of veteri- de 
City, touches in his annual report on many topies of | nary inspector, all of which were read to the Council. 
interest and importance. He comments, among other | The _ ne were: Mr. W. R. Emery, M.R.C.VS.; ~- 
q things, on the unsatisfactory manner in which much of | Mr. H. ay wood Jeffries, M.R.C.V.S. ; and Mr. Robert- 
' the milk trade is carricd on. Special inquiries made as|son, M.R.C.V.S. 
F to the character of the milk supplied to the City showed| The Mayor, intimated that the voting would be by 
} that while there has been an improvement in the direc- | ballot, and that after the first vote, the candidate receiv- 
tion of cleanliness, the proportion of samples found to} ing the smallest number of votes would be eliminated, 
B) Ooh be tubercular is practically constant. There is no system | so that they might get an absolute majority of the Coun- 
\ ES of inspection at the source, and “dairy companies are|cil in favourof one of the candidates. 
|} fh quite content to take supplies from any farm without; The voting, however, resulted as follows : Emery 18; 
4 if taking the trouble to supervise the farmer, who, as a| Jeffries 1 ; Robertson 1. Se 
| id rule, is entirely ignorant, or, if he has any knowledge,| Mr. Jones : Good-bye ‘and that.’ (Laughter.) fe; 
17 " prefers to remain silent on the subject, knowing that no] On the motion of Alderman Ellis, seconded by Mr. ici 
t a punishment can reach him for supplying a dangerous | Belchamber, Mr. Emery was then appointed to the post. = 
it a article.” Milk forms the staple food of infants and} The Mayor said in receiving Mr. Emery’s resignation ee 
ti by invalids, and additional legislative — are sadly oe ought to wish him all good things. (Hear, hear.) th . 
7 ‘i wanted for the better controlling of the trade.—7he ol. Hughes: We have shown it in a practical way. ad 
1 i Westminster Gazette. Mr. Jones (mournfully): We shall miss him, sit. inf 
} ‘| (Laughter).—Zhe Surrey Times. dis 
car 
i F Fowls on the Highway. Veterinary Surgeon for Sutherlandshire the 
t A King’s Bench Divisional Court, composed of Mr.| Ata meeting in April of the Sutherland Farmers’ Club, ce 
Yt Justice Phillimore and Mr. Justice Bray, held that the|a deputation was heard from the County Council in con bot 
t PH owner of a hen which caused injury on a highway to a| nection with the — of a veterinary surgeon for vs 
i ie passing bicyclist was not liable for damages. In this|the county. Mr. George Mackintosh proposed that the a 
Fi case, Henwell v. Righton, a bicyclist was riding along|Club contribute £5 annually towards the salary of Sen 
Ni Re the public road, and a hen, in order to avoid a dog, flew | resident veterinary surgeon. Mr. Sangster moved the ~ 
. across the road into the spokes of the machine. The] previous question, stating that £5 would not make all 
i cyclist was thrown upon his head, and his machine was| the difference between a good and a bad man. Mr. 
{ crumpled. A County Court judge held that the owner | Stewart seconded, saying that if they could give enough 
Bit. | of the hen was not liable, as there was no proof that the | to make the salary up to about £100 he would support A 
hen might have been expected toact in such a way, and|it, as he thought they could get a good man for that ale 


their Lordships upheld that decision, on the ground 


amount. The motion was carried by a large majority.— mn 
that the danger was caused by the dog. F 


North British Agriculturist. 
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ADVERTISING, 
ir, 

Apropos of my letter. which appeared in your issue of 
the 4th inst., I contradicted a reckless and untrue statement 
made by a Mr. J. A. Thompson, of Lurgan, concerning me. 

I need scarcely remind members of our profession that 
if one veterinary surgeon published a statement about 
another, which the latter afterwards contradicted, the 
former would, if he were a gentleman, gladly and expedi- 
tiously withdraw and apologise for the offensive expressions. 
Thompson has done neither, so your readers can draw their 
own conclusions. 

I shall not accept an apology now, and I don't wish to 
embarrass him further. Notwithstanding his frenzied out- 
burst, I should consider it ungentlemanly on my part to 
publish his label without first obtaining permission, so 
readers of The Veterinary Record will have to forego the 
amusement unless he oblige. 

Next time Mr. Thompson protrudes his proboscis into 
the realms of The Veterinary Record perhaps he will first 
make certain that his statements are accurate and true, 
otherwise I fear Lurgan’s royal champion may not get off 
80 easily. 

Apologising, Mr. Editor, for trespassing so freely and 
thanking you for enabling me to combat a falsehood pub- 
lished by one from whom whom I had expected better.— 
Yours faithfully, 

AnpREW A. DONNELLY. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 
Sir, . 
Without doubt this question will have to be dealt with 
by the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
before very long. The Council rightly makes it more difti- 
cult and more costly year by year to become a veterinary 
surgeon, and in time it will cost as much and represent as 
much hard study to put M.R.C.V.S. after one’s name as it 
does to put M.R.C.S. But when the diploma is obtained 
one naturally looks to the Council for all the protection that 
they can possibly give. Now in actual practice what does 
the recent graduate find when he endeavours to obtain a 
post as assistant. 

First, that it is not easy to get a situation in a good prac- 
tice, where he can gain experience worth having, for the 
owners of these practices frequently prefer to have an un- 
qualified assistant, who will be cheap, do a considerable 
amount of the rough work, and who is not likely and is prac- 
tically unable to leave them. 

Second, the remuneration offered is usually very small ; 
probsbly the majority of qualified assistants receive £1 a 
week and their board and lodging, which in many cases does 
not represent £100 a year. 

Third, having obtained such a post he probably finds him- 
self unlucky enough to follow an unqualified man, and in 
that case he may be expected to feed and generally attend 
to the sick horses, probably to clean out the kennels, wash 
the dirty bottles, and generally do the work of a superior 
groom, together with all the dispensing and an occasional 
journey—mostly at night or on wet days. Itmay be argued 
that there is nothing derogatory in the work, and that it is 
good discipline, but one hardly expects to spend from £400 
to £500 and four years of one’s life in specialised study, to 
obtain the privilege of being a groom. 

The position of assistant to a veterinary surgeon should be 
reserved for veterinary surgeons (and possibly to students 
actually studying at the colleges) who will be chiefly newly 
qualified graduates seeking experience, and at the same time 
endeavouring to earn money, many of them enough money 
to start a practice of their own at some future date. 

Another disadvantage is that the employment of unquali- 
fied assistants is bound to affect the status of the profession, 
for they are in the majority of cases socially inferior to the 


graduates from College, whilst as a rule the public think 


that they are fully qualified, and judge other members of 
the profession by them. 

Perhaps the worst evil of all is the number of quacks o; 
unqualified practitioners thatit produces. Take forinstance 
the case of a son working with his father who is qualified, 
A son, owing either to idleness or incompetency, fails to 
qualify and goes back to help his father, who probably may 
live on five, ten, or twenty years, during which time the soy 
gets well established in the practice. The whole of this 
time he is depriving qualified men of a place, and when the 
father dies he takes over the practice which would other. 
wise be sold to a qualified man or be absorbed by his neigh. 
hours. Orin the case of an ordinary unqualified assistant, 
who frequently starts as an apprentice or odd man and grad- 
ually works up, he probably never signs an agreement, js 
well known round the neighbourhood, and when his princi. 
pal dies the practice is sold, the purchaser does not require 
his help, and he starts on his own account in the same 
neighbourhood, and although he may not be able to quite 
hold his own he probably takes alarge slice off the practice, 
and by doing work at low prices, by touting and advertising, 
makes it very uncomfortable for the purchaser. 

What has the Council done in this matter ? The question 
was brought up a few years ago and it was discussed in 
Committee, but beyond a statement that they did not 
recommend any alteration nothing was said, and no report 
of the discusssion was given. There was surely no reason 
why the question should not have heen discussed in open 
Council, and a full report published, for it is a matter of 
vital interest to many of the smaller practitioners. If the 
Council has not sufficient powers to make this practice 
unprofessional conduct, the profession would be satisfied 
with the explanation, but they would certainly expect it tobe 
included in the next Bill that the Council introduces into 
Parliament. 

There are seven Professors from the Colleges sitting on 
the Council and if they were united they could insist on the 
question being thoroughly discussed, and they owe it to their 
students to do so. 

The Council election will be coming on shortly, and if 
some candidate will promise to endeavour to obtain justice 
for the smaller practitioners in this matter he may count 
on a larger number of votes.—-Yours faithfully, 

SPECTATOR, 

Since this was written Mr. Burt’s election address has 
appeared in The Veterinary Record and it is sincerely to be 
hoped that he includes this as a form of quackery. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY 


AND THE ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 
Sir, 

Mr. Walter Burt, Jun., F.R.C.V.S., Brighton, has been 
nominated by several members of the above Society as # 
candidate for election to the Council of the R.C.V.S. His 
address is appearing in the veterinary press. 

Ata recent meeting of the Society it was decided to con’ 
municate with other Societies and ask for their support, 
interest, and votes on his behalf. ; 

Owing to the fact that very few meetings of Societies will 
pe held before before the date of election it has occurred t 
me that individual communications would, in many cases, 
be useless. I therefore take this, perhaps unusual, method, 
and respectfully ask you and members of the professiol 
generally, if the views of the candidate—as expressed in his 
address upon matters which have been under considerstio! 
by the Southern Society—meet with you approbation, 
vote for him as the nominee of this Society.—I am, gent! 


men, yours faithfully, 
J. Atex. Topp, Hon. Sec. 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED—Messrs. D. Evans, 
Wharam, P.J. Mullane, J.A.Tood, A. E. Mettam, 
E. Wallis Hoare, G. Mayall, A. Spicer, W. J. Yount: 


New York State Vety. College. Report of work on Veter 
inary Physiology and Pharmacology. American Jeter’! 
Review, May, 1907, Arhiva Veterinara (Bucharest), Su! 
Times, The Weekly News. 
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